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Blinded Brazilian finds solace in music

JAMIE KOMARNICKI
Cavgany HERALD

Jose Neto learned to play guitar
without being able to hear the music.

guitar cast aside by a neighbour and
mapped with his fingers the chords he
read off sheet music,

When Neto finally got his hands ona
real instrument, the songs flowed
smoothly.

Now, he's teaching himself o play
for a second time — but this time
without seeing.

Neto hunched over a Godin guitar at
a Calgary music store Saturday, his
dancing fingers picking out a reggae
tune.

The song he croomed — roughly
translated as Healthy Mind — is one
he wrote with a friend when their
band performed in Brazil's open-air
clubs years ago.

s about the music. Music is my
solution.” Neto said of the tune’s
words.

The 24-year-old is wading through
myriad issues thrust upon him by the
careless gunfire of a criminal that
stobe his sight last month.

Music has become his solace,

“When [ play, I don't think that I'm
blind," said Neto on Saturday ar Long
& \‘!\dec where he picked our a
new guitar donated by a generous Cal-
garian.

The instrument is one of many ways
the community has milied around the
good-natured  Brazilian, whose full
name is Jose Ribamar Ribeiro Neto,

On Nov., §, Calgary's Brazilian Com-
munity Association is hosting a con-
cert fundraiser at the Jack Singer Con-
cert Hall in Neto's hoour.

The gala event will feature two of
Brazil's most celebrated jaze musi-
cians — Latin superstars Airto Mor-
eira and Flora Purim, said the associa-
tion's president, Elisia Teixeir

They hope to raise enough funds
to ensure Neto has the smool t

possible transition to his new life,
she said.

Various medical bills, living ex-
penses

and  equipment associated
new blindness will tally to a
she said.

“We are working on a plan for all his
needs in of short-term, five-year
and 1o-ye: ey

“We want all the m\rmm. in place for
‘when he wants to make a decision.”

For pow, Neto said the duu:m.is of
the present arne all

A punshot meant for someone else
struck Neto while out for dinner with
his girlfriend, Roberta Porto, and left
him blind.

Since then, he's been adapeing to his
new life.

He's started mobility and typing
training through the Canmadian Na-
tional Institute for the Blind and is re-
learning everything from eating and
drinking to walking and gering
dressed without sight.

“Even where's the sink — 1 have 1o
e porize it,” he said.

y memory is getting better and

better”

But thoughts of the futune still weigh
on his mi;

The avid Bob Ma arbey fan plays his

gruitar and lets his mind wander, think-
ing about whether to stay in Calgary or
go back to Brazik about his previous
plan to pursue international business
studies and whether that will still work:
about how his Ii ‘cmpcdsmceim
night the bullet took away his viston.

T think a lot right now, 1 play, just
thinking." he said.

Tickets for the Nov. 5 fundraiser cost
between s25 and $50. The evening also
features a silent auction and music by
Tiequila Jazz.

For more informu
or for reservations, call 4::2-6[.1-
e-mail  info@beanborg  or
wwwhbrazilisnassociation.ong.
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