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FROM SHOCK TO HOPE
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Despite his injury, Neto Ribeiro says he has
fallen in love with Canada and its people
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But on Friday afternoon in a
crmmped roorm at Calgary Police
headquarters, it's 3 weloome
baolt out of th hlue.

If Jose Ribamar Ribeiro Neto
andd his girifriend, Roberta
Porto, stayed somber through-
out their entire go-minute news
conference, noone would have
i
happened to them
o rh..-owuin@;uf&-pt. i
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As they walked through a
downtown park, a fight broke
out nearty, Shots were fired and
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feh — square in the
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The young man lived, but at a
price most of us can barely
stand to bmogine. He lost both
eyes, and is now blind.

O Friday aftemoon, Ribeiro,
accompaniced by Porto and his
parents, newly arrived from
Brazil to be at their son's side,
spoke publicly for the first Hme
absout his ordeal and his life-al-
rering injuries.

Those of us gathered are
braced for the inevitable sad-
nesss that will shroud the room
s Ribeiro recounts his night-
marish experience, But what we
don't expect is t
with which he takes on his un-
envinble task.

His Engglish misy b far from
perfect, but the handson:
VO T sitting at the micro-
phone-(illed rble, white-framed
sunglasses covering the de

st
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Antonio Carlos Ribel
Neta's father, said hels “atill
abit shocked™ by the events,

his sentiments eloguently
through both wonds and his gen-
the demeanour.

He stisels his faw as he recalls
the flash of light, his kst meny-
ory of sight, when the bullet hit
him. "I just heard something
boud, felt somiething in my

by s He also knew at
that moment he was blind, per-
haps permanemtly.

But he quickly moves on from
thast topic. Clearly, he wanis 1o
talk more-about the good, the
i love with in

the people who have helped
s Puarto i they
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Roberta Porto watches her boyfriend, Nem. address the
media and try to make sense of the tragedy that stole his sight.

Ted Rodes, Cagary Horald
Maria Teresa Ribeiro holds
back her emotions Friday,

ans,” b says. “They'ne like

gels”
As he ks, it becomes
clear this very public

ppear
anee from a bystander caught
in the eross(ire is an act of heal-
ing — mwore for the re 5,
perhaps, than the victim him-
self.
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how things could hive been so
much worse,
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He also spencds time thanking
everyone, from the bocal Brazil-
ity associstion and
TR to hospitad staff, the
police and ondinary citizens
from across the country, many
of whom have donated money
to heelp hism snd his family with
expenses.
I
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1 for Calgari-

Wire here togive him
strength.”
Dad Ant
admits 1o being
shocked™ over th
poing 1o tell reporters

mily “has been really
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Porto affers words of hope for
her beloved boyiriend of three
years.

1 ean touch his hand, T can
hug him,” she says as she rubs

Ribeiro's back “He lost his vi-
sion but I really believe ... when
e learnss ... there will be new
vision.”

O 135t question is permit=
ted, A reporter asks Porto how
she and Ribebro met.

At that moment, a flash of
hepe breaks through the t
as both start to smile. “At the
“My lifie
changed, h-\"lu-u- bhe's sucha

firom people whio have «
righs bo b ang
vengefil. And it is in their grice
that we see the full tragedy of
what happened o this pnm\g
man, miles
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“I think I'm going to die”
Ribeiro responded,

“Noy you're talking to me”
said Porto.

“I'm going to be blind.*

Porto told her boyiriend to
ait down and began to yell, but
o onve was around.
“Telephoner a poli

1.
As Neto sat and
passerby called or. P
EMS were .|.mkuurrm

Doctors later left him with
some hope e might retain vi-
sion in one eye, but would re-
quire surgery.

A doctor's test, however, did
not bode w

*He put at I:;,Iu in my
and [ was worried
coukdn't see anything" said
Ribeiro.

When he awoke from his
surgery Sepl. 1w, doctors in-
formed him both his eyes had
to be removed and be would
e \ d prosthetics

as mad. Not mad, but
4->.| he sabd.
didn't die. That's what
matlers

While he lay in his hospital
bed, Porto — whom he met at
||.|| Ihn'r years

I get sad, I'm al-
at least he's

i E_ulm Ribe |‘n ]Luj
rved at his bediide after visa
fesues kept them bhack home
for days. Ih-. two  younger

loved him and everything
would be alright.

1 didn’t know that T could
ery because [ have no eyes” he
il

hile Jose Ribamar Ribeiro
o, his full Brazilian name,
was in hospital, his story made

How youcan help

The Brazdian Community As-
sockation of Alberta s raising
maney to help Jose Ribamar
Ribeiro Neto

Money will be used to help
pay for family travel expenses.
for medical bills and to offset
costs associated with his new
blindness.

Donations can be made at
any HSBC location. The ac
count number is: 029-547423
080

Cheques can be made out to
the Brazilian Commemity Asso-
clation of Alberta and should be
directed to “lose Neto's fund.”
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Mo two storles of blindness
are alike, but Calgadian Mike
37, said he feels for

 Hambly was 33 when he was
a truck accident that left him
permanently blind.

His sudden injury, coupled
with his new paralysis, meant
having 1o leam everything

anew. Everything.

“The firt couple yes
prety tough, Pm net going to
dispute that, And there’s doys

where 1 still get frustroted.”
Hambly sald, noting he'd still
bove to take his truck out for a

ver the years he per

mbly finished high
>L1mul eourses, then got a de-
. fal work.

He now works
the Car I
ciation and
hopes his new business — he
adds Brallle to business cards
— will ‘Imm\.h .-nd said his life

full umc at

To the rnhlu. N - i
message is there is life after
stdden blindness,
Hambly ad d he le

ru>| s0 he can do the same
5 a8 always.

e things you

Ribeiro plams 1 go back
home to Brazil, but said it's too
Iy o sy what will happen
next,
He came to C
= of university s
termational business

in talks with the provin-
cial government for an addi-
tional 200 officers on Calgary
streets.
Police Chiel Rick Hmmn
had previously voiced his
that escalating gun
the city would claim an inno-
cent victim.
The day  after Ribeiros
shooting, Hanson and Bre
connier addressed the med
the mayor calling the by-
stander's shootig: "a dark day™

x officers were di-
rectly or indirectly involved in
the case, which resulted in the
arrest of Roland Warnwa, who
previously  served me  in
prison for shooting a jewelry

country that ks supposed mbe.\
e Daven from the world's il
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on  Friday,
Ribeiro  profusely thanked
everyone whe has helped him,

e

1o
home. He was going to study
English and  Spanish and
would later travel to Europe
for his studies.

Wl my plans, like most

s like someone took my
s and mived them up.
Erased them.

“It made me upset 2 Tritle bit,

Ribeiro admits there is 4 lot
to learn and a lot of adjust-
ment ahend as he adapts to his
He doesn't have
many answers about what's
next,

He is, however, already see-
ing: the event as somethi £
could hav adifferent end-
ing.

“It could have hu.n Worse,
but it wasa't" he d
b fn the praveyard right now™
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LUXURY PILLOWS THAT RETAIL FROM 584.00
TO §114.00 ARE MOW OM FOR AN AMAZING
$30.00 TO 585.00

CORRECTION NOTICE
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